Human recombinant DNA insulin-induced lipoatrophy in a patient with type 2 diabetes mellitus.
To present the first case of lipoatrophy occurring in a patient with type 2 diabetes mellitus who was treated with human recombinant DNA (rDNA)-derived insulin as her only exposure to exogenous insulin. We describe the clinical findings in a 47-year-old woman with lipoatrophy after injection of human rDNA insulin for type 2 diabetes, and we review the related literature. Although a few case reports have documented lipoatrophy in patients with type 1 diabetes treated with human insulin, to our knowledge no previous reports have described patients with type 2 diabetes in whom lipoatrophy developed after injection of human rDNA insulin. This was our patient's first exposure to exogenous insulin. No definite factor was found to be contributory to the development of lipoatrophy in this case, even though several factors may be related. This is the first published case report of lipoatrophy occurring in a patient with type 2 diabetes mellitus who received human rDNA insulin as her only exposure to exogenous insulin.